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Califarnia has dry, windy, and aften hot weather conditions fram
late spring through autumn that can preduce moderate to
devastating wibdfires. At times, these wildfires are fanned ar
made worse from strong, dry winds, known as Diablo winds in the
northern part of the state and Santa Ana Winds to the south.

Wildtires in California are growing more dangerous and costly.
L5, tawpayers are paying about 53 billion a year to fight
wildfires, ulp!e- wehat it cost inm the 19905, and hlg fires can lead to
billions of dollars in property losses.

C'n oecasion, freak lightning strikes from thunderstorms may alse
inadvertently spark wildfires in areas that have seen past ignition.
Examples of this are the 1999 Megram Fire, the Summer 2008
Califarnia wildfires, among others.
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Wildfires can affect local atmospheric pollution, and release
carban in the form of carbon diexide. Wildflire emisions contain

fine particulate matter which can cawse cardiovascular and

respiratory problems. Increased fire byproducts in the
troposphere can increase ozone concentration beyond safe
levels. Forest fires in Indonesia in 1997 were estimated to have
released between 081 and 2.57 gigatonnes (0.9 and 283 billion
short tons) of CO; into the atmosphere, which ks between 13%
40% of the annual global carbon dicxide emissions from burning
fossil fuels. Avmospheric medels suggest that these
cancentrations of sooty particles could increase absorption of
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The Cedar Fire was a wildlive which burned a large area of land in
San Diego County, California in October 2003, The Cedar Fire
was one of 15 wildfires burning threughout Southern California
during that month, which became known as the 2003 Firestorm™
and the "Fire Slege of 2003." The Dctober 2003 California
wildfires were estimated to have burned a total of B00,000 acres
{3,200 km"). The Cedar Fire was the Iargc-'.t wildfire In recorded
Califarnia hls.rnr'r', with the pnﬁlbln excepiion of the San:iago
Canyon Fire of 1889,



Recent activities of Carbon Footprint Club

Composting

The Composting activity was initiated by Committes of Carbon
Featprint Manitaring of the Carben Footprint Club in arder to
recycle the organic matter (leaves, straw ete, ) as fertilizer. the
process of composting simply requires making a heap of wetted
organic matter known as green waste (leaves, food waste) and
walting tor the materials to break down into humus atter a period
of weeks or months. Madern, methodical composting lsa miulti=
step, closely monitered process with measured inputs of wates,
air, and carbon- and nitragen-rich materials, The decom pasition
process is aided by shredding the plant matter, adding water and
ensuring proper acration by regularky turning the miture. This
activity Is regularly monitored and will serve as an example of
arganic farm ing method In the town. Mdlﬂnnallf_. it will ke an
weffective method of recycling,



Executive meeting

ugust 24, 2016

Canrd' Dr. Rita M. Kumar

Club P‘atmn. Sharad Amin
Core Committee

Conveners :

& Yukti Sharma

* Palak Joshi

* Kanishka Thakur

& Purvi Patel

= Aichwarya Patel

Members :
Kashyap Dreaai, Rawvi Amipara, Mutan Marwadi, Ritu Shah &
Drarshika Kava
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Scheduled Events & Activities:

e %

September 15, 2016
Carbon day cbservance
September 16, 2016
Ozone day observance
September 24, 2016
lack O Lantern making event
Wariable dates
Me Vehicle Day
Carbon Footprint Auditing of local institutes.

Eco-shop initlative



